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Blue Book, which was laid before Parliament on August 6,.
1914. This contained 159 documents.5 They were arranged
in strict chronological order and left to tell their own story.
Compared with the German publication, the British book
seemed to be fairly complete, candid and convincing. At
first sight it appeared that all documents of any impor-
tance were included. They gave the impression that Sir
Edward Grey had striven honestly for the preservation of
peace, but that he had been thwarted in his efforts by Ger-
many's rejection of all peace proposals, and by Austria's
precipitate action against Serbia. Outside Germany, there-
fore, a host of writers hastily jumped to the conclusion that
Germany and Austria had deliberately plotted the War and
were solely responsible for it. This conclusion was strength-
ened by the documentary publications put forth by the
other Governments.in the following months.
A Russian Orange Book, published August 7, with 79
documents emphasized Russia's efforts for peace. By falsi-
fication and suppression of documents (as we now know)
it concealed the truth about Russia's mobilization and
placed the war guilt on the Central Powers. In October, a
Belgian Gray Book, with 79 numbers, gave the details of
Germany's flagrant violation of international law in dis-
regarding the neutrality of Belgium. The Serbian 'Blue
Book of November 18, 1914, recounted in 52 documents
what this little country had had to suffer at the hands of
Austrian oppression. It gave no hint of Serbia's guilty
responsibility for the Sarajevo assassination which has re-
cently been revealed. On the contrary, it asserted Serbia's
innocence and regret. It pointed out the criminal deceit by
which- the Austrian Government at first assured Europe of
its moderation, then suddenly issued an ultimatum impos-
$Two other documents, Nos. 160 and 161, were added in a later
edition. C/., BJD., pp. vi-xiii. Further bibliographical details concerning
this, and the other documentary publications mentioned below, may be
found in the list of abbreviations above*